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Mr. OSSOFF, and Mr. CARDIN) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 211 

Whereas the week of May 2 through May 8, 
2021, has been designated as ‘‘Public Service 
Recognition Week’’ to honor employees of 
the Federal Government and State and local 
governments and members of the uniformed 
services; 

Whereas millions of public servants have 
worked and continue to work to help the 
United States overcome the challenges from 
the COVID–19 pandemic, allowing essential 
services to continue and playing a critical 
role in protecting public health and safety; 

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week 
provides an opportunity to recognize and 
promote the important contributions of pub-
lic servants and to honor the diverse men 
and women who meet the needs of the United 
States through work at all levels of govern-
ment and as members of the uniformed serv-
ices; 

Whereas millions of individuals work in 
government service and as members of the 
uniformed services, in every State, county, 
and city across the United States and in hun-
dreds of cities abroad; 

Whereas public service is a noble calling 
involving a variety of challenging and re-
warding professions; 

Whereas the ability of the Federal Govern-
ment and State and local governments to be 
responsive, innovative, and effective depends 
on the outstanding performance of dedicated 
public servants; 

Whereas the United States continues to re-
affirm the critical importance of public serv-
ice employees in responding to public health 
and economic challenges; 

Whereas the United States is a great and 
prosperous country, and public service em-
ployees contribute significantly to that 
greatness and prosperity; 

Whereas the United States benefits daily 
from the knowledge and skills of the highly 
trained individuals who work in public serv-
ice; 

Whereas public servants— 
(1) fight disease, including COVID–19, and 

promote better health; 
(2) promote economic stability and growth; 
(3) defend the freedom of the people of the 

United States and advance the interests of 
the United States around the world; 

(4) provide vital strategic support func-
tions to the Armed Forces and serve in the 
reserve components of the Armed Forces; 

(5) fight crime and fires; 
(6) ensure equal access to secure, efficient, 

and affordable mail service; 
(7) deliver benefits under the Social Secu-

rity Act (42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.), including ben-
efits under the Medicare program under title 
XVIII of that Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.); 

(8) protect the environment and parks in 
the United States; 

(9) enforce laws guaranteeing equal em-
ployment opportunity and healthy working 
conditions; 

(10) defend and secure critical infrastruc-
ture; 

(11) help the people of the United States re-
spond to and recover from natural disasters, 
pandemics, and terrorist attacks; 

(12) teach and work in schools and librar-
ies; 

(13) develop new technologies and explore 
the Earth, the Moon, and space to improve 
our knowledge on how the world changes; 

(14) improve and secure transportation sys-
tems; and 

(15) assist veterans of the Armed Forces; 
Whereas members of the uniformed serv-

ices and civilian employees at all levels of 
government— 

(1) make significant contributions to the 
general welfare of the United States; and 

(2) are on the front lines in the fight to de-
feat terrorism and other threats to the secu-
rity of the United States, and maintain 
homeland security; 

Whereas public servants work in a profes-
sional manner to build relationships with 
other countries and cultures in order to bet-
ter represent the interests and promote the 
ideals of the United States; 

Whereas public servants alert Congress and 
the public to government waste, fraud, and 
abuse, and dangers to public health; 

Whereas the individuals serving in the uni-
formed services, as well as the skilled trade 
and craft employees of the Federal Govern-
ment who provide support to their efforts— 

(1) are committed to doing their jobs re-
gardless of the circumstances; and 

(2) contribute greatly to the security of the 
United States and the world; 

Whereas public servants have bravely 
fought in armed conflicts in the defense of 
the United States and its ideals and deserve 
the care and benefits they have earned 
through their honorable service; 

Whereas public servants— 
(1) have much to offer, as demonstrated by 

their expertise and innovative ideas; and 
(2) serve as examples by passing on institu-

tional knowledge to train the next genera-
tion of public servants; and 

Whereas the week of May 2 through May 8, 
2021, marks the 37th anniversary of Public 
Service Recognition Week: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of the week of 

May 2 through May 8, 2021, as ‘‘Public Serv-
ice Recognition Week’’; 

(2) commends public servants for their out-
standing contributions to the United States 
during Public Service Recognition Week and 
throughout the year, especially during the 
ongoing COVID–19 crisis; 

(3) salutes government employees and 
members of the uniformed services for their 
unyielding dedication to, and enthusiasm 
for, public service; 

(4) honors government employees and 
members of the uniformed services who have 
given their lives and health in service to 
their communities, States, Tribes, and the 
United States; 

(5) calls upon a new generation to consider 
a career in public service as an honorable 
profession; 

(6) encourages efforts to promote public 
service careers at every level of government; 
and 

(7) supports efforts to promote an efficient 
and effective public service that serves the 
people of the United States. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 15 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, May 12, 2021, at 
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing on nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session the 
Senate on Wednesday, May 12, 2021, at 
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on nomi-
nations. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS; 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, May 12, 2021, 
at 9:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, May 12, 2021, at 
9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May 
12, 2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Indian Affairs is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 12, 
2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 12, 
2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May 
12, 2021, at 3 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 12, 2021, at 2 p.m., to conduct 
a closed briefing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 

The Subcommittee on Personnel of 
the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 12, 
2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES 

The Subcommittee on Strategic 
Forces of the Committee on Armed 
Services is authorized to met during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 12, 2021, at 4:30 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE 

The Subcommittee on Health Care of 
the Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, May 12, 2021, at 
3 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL SPENDING 

OVERSIGHT AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Subcommittee on Federal Spend-
ing Oversight and Emergency Manage-
ment of the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 12, 
2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION, CITIZENSHIP, 

AND BORDER SAFETY 

The Subcommittee on Immigration, 
Citizenship, and Border Safety of the 
Committee on the Judiciary is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, May 12, 2021, at 
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF 
THE SENATE 

MAY 12, 2021 
Hon. KAMALA D. HARRIS. 

DEAR MADAM PRESIDENT: I have the honor 
to submit a full and complete statement of 
the receipts and expenditures of the Senate, 
showing in detail the items of expense under 
proper appropriations, the aggregate thereof, 
and exhibiting the exact condition of all pub-
lic moneys received, paid out, and remaining 
in my possession from October 1, 2020 to 
March 31, 2021, in compliance with Section 
105 of Public Law 88–454, approved August 20, 
1964, as amended. 

Sincerely, 
SONCERIA A. BERRY, 

Secretary of the Senate. 

f 

HONORING LAS DAMAS DE BLAN-
CO, A WOMEN-LED NONVIOLENT 
MOVEMENT IN SUPPORT OF 
FREEDOM AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN CUBA AND CALLING FOR THE 
RELEASE OF ALL POLITICAL 
PRISONERS IN CUBA 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 18, S. Res. 81. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 81) honoring Las 
Damas de Blanco, a women-led nonviolent 
movement in support of freedom and human 
rights in Cuba, and calling for the release of 
all political prisoners in Cuba. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 81) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of March 1, 2021, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

RECOGNIZING THE NINTH SUMMIT 
OF THE AMERICAS AND RE-
AFFIRMING THE COMMITMENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES TO A 
MORE PROSPEROUS, SECURE, 
AND DEMOCRATIC WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 28, S. Res. 120. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 120) recognizing the 
Ninth Summit of the Americas and reaffirm-
ing the commitment of the United States to 
a more prosperous, secure, and democratic 
Western Hemisphere. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the resolution, which had been 
reported from the Committee on For-
eign Relations without amendment, 
and with an amendment to the pre-
amble as follows: 

Whereas the United States has pursued mul-
tiple collaborative initiatives to advance the re-
gion’s enduring and shared interest in a more 
secure, prosperous, and democratic Western 
Hemisphere; 

Whereas the United States will host the Ninth 
Summit of the Americas for the first time since 
it hosted the inaugural Summit in Miami, Flor-
ida in 1994; 

Whereas, since 1994, the Summit of the Amer-
icas is a valuable forum for democratically elect-
ed heads of state and governments of the West-
ern Hemisphere to discuss common policy issues, 
affirm shared values, and commit to concerted 
actions at the national and regional level to ad-
dress the novel and existing challenges facing 
the Americas; 

Whereas the First and Second Summits of the 
Americas advanced commitments to lower trade 
barriers, improve transparency and market ac-
cess, and facilitate economic integration, and, 
following those Summits, the United States has 
signed free trade agreements with 12 of the 35 
countries in the region; 

Whereas, since 2018, Argentina, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, the Dominican Repub-
lic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, 
Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, Suriname, and 
Uruguay have signed Memorandums of Under-
standing with the United States under the 
America Crece Program to leverage private in-
vestment in energy and infrastructure projects 
and advance economic prosperity, security, and 
good governance; 

Whereas, during the 2018 Summit of the Amer-
icas, the United States announced additional 
humanitarian assistance for Venezuelans who 
have fled their country as a result of the polit-
ical, economic, and security crises created by the 
regime of Nicolás Maduro, including support for 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) response to assist Venezuelan 
refugees in Colombia and Brazil; 

Whereas Transnational Criminal Organiza-
tions (TCOs) and their involvement in money 
laundering and the trafficking of people, nar-
cotics, and weapons in the region pose complex 
transnational threats to United States public 
health and national security, as well as the sta-
bility of the Americas, by undermining citizen 
security, basic human rights, the rule of law, 
good governance, and economic development; 

Whereas the United States has sought to im-
prove regional security through friendly and 
sustained relationships that build interoper-
ability, readiness, and capability with regional 
security partners, including through programs 

such as Plan Colombia, the Merida Initiative, 
the Central America Regional Security Initiative 
(CARSI), and the Caribbean Basin Initiative 
(CBI); 

Whereas the pandemic caused by coronavirus 
disease 2019 (commonly referred to as ‘‘COVID– 
19’’) has had devastating health and socio-
economic consequences for the states and peo-
ples of the Americas that have— 

(1) overwhelmed health systems; 
(2) led to the worsening of economic condi-

tions and contraction of gross domestic product 
per capita; 

(3) led to an increase in unemployment, espe-
cially for individuals working in small- and me-
dium-size businesses and large informal sectors 
across the region, and a rise in the number of 
people living in poverty; and 

(4) created conditions that have strengthened 
the illicit activities of criminal organizations; 

Whereas the United States Government re-
mains deeply concerned about the negative, 
often predatory effects of China’s growing polit-
ical, economic, military, and technological influ-
ence throughout the region, including signifi-
cant illegal, unreported, and unregulated fish-
ing activities in the Southern Atlantic Ocean 
and Eastern Pacific Ocean and opaque infra-
structure investments that impose unsustainable 
financial burdens on recipient countries, enable 
corruption, and undermine good governance; 

Whereas the United States Government is 
deeply concerned about the Government of the 
Russian Federation’s employment of a wide 
array of diplomatic, military, intelligence, cyber, 
misinformation, and commercial tools to under-
mine democratic systems in the region, including 
through its deepening political, economic, and 
security support for the Maduro regime in Ven-
ezuela; 

Whereas the United States Government is 
deeply concerned about efforts by the Govern-
ment of Iran to expand its political, economic, 
and security presence in the region, including 
through its deepening ties with the Maduro re-
gime in Venezuela; 

Whereas the regimes of Nicolás Maduro in 
Venezuela, Miguel Dı́az-Canel in Cuba, and 
Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua, have systemati-
cally eroded democratic institutions, commit 
widespread human rights violations, draw les-
sons from one another to sharpen state-spon-
sored repression and internal control mecha-
nisms, and receive the support of malign state 
and non-state actors, which pose a challenge to 
United States national security and national in-
terests; 

Whereas entrenched corruption, linkages be-
tween transnational criminal organizations and 
political actors, and the harassment and murder 
of journalists, human rights defenders, environ-
mental activists, and civil society leaders in 
Latin America and the Caribbean weaken citi-
zens’ confidence in democracy and negatively 
affect United States national interests; and 

Whereas weak rule of law, elevated levels of 
criminal violence, and systemic corruption in El 
Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras fuel irreg-
ular migration that affects regional stability: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commemorates the occasion of the 

United States hosting the Ninth Summit of 
the Americas; 

(2) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States to promote economic pros-
perity, security, and democratic governance 
throughout the Americas; and 

(3) calls on the President to lead a strong 
and coordinated diplomatic effort during the 
Summit process to ensure the Ninth Summit 
of the Americas— 

(A) strengthens democratic governance by 
building on the 2018 Lima Commitment to— 

(i) reduce bureaucracy; 
(ii) strengthen the independence of judi-

ciaries; 
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